
I97O Supplement for F'{ST}{AIN RI\IER
including sect ion of  Rupert  west of  Mesgouez Rapidsr Frelght
Route f rom Rupert  to Nasacauso, and lae Pivert  bypass of

Great Bend

Cabin at Obaska Qne two m11es up road 1s owned by father of
woman who runs l,ake Tlbl-emont eabins. He had no powert
running water or toll-et thls tlmer but it worked.

Mis tass in i  Pos t  - -
Road to Post is now cut through. Leaves about ni le \2 and ls

about 8 m1les lnto Post.  There 1s a cut  of f  to the water just
before the Post,  but  1s pret ty steep. Next turn l -eads down to
rear of  HBC stofe.  Road cont lnues gver to Indian vi l lage, but
approaeh to i j /ater ls not as good"

Vii-lage has more houses and only a couple dozen tents now.

Abatagush Bay --
IndLan tent s i te on a narrow polnt  that  st ieks out on east s ide

about l+ ml1es from start  of-  narrows. Faces north.  Makes a good
lunch site, but nothlng seen up to there, and it is a l it i : l 'e
fa r  up  1 f  s ta r t  f rom Post  l s  la te '

At  narrows
1st s l te on r lght  has space enough for 5 tents pret ty c lose

together.  in later is shal low 1n front,  othen'r ise ok.
New Indian fishlng camp on southeast side of isl-and previously

used as  a  camps i te .
lst  Abataush si te at  narrows on r lght  is  much better than 2nd

whlch 1s unused and on a sand Polnt.
There 1s also an Indian slte about L/2 to L mlLe above narrows

on lef t .  Spots 1n narrows are better,  however.

B ig  Cross ing
i6B repor l  says there ls a campsl te on southeast corner of  1st

isl-airO of chaln (says 1t looirs l ike a cabin). There j-s no such
p1ace. There js-onb on southr,uest s lde of  s ingle isLand
bpposi te,  about I /2 to 1 mi le up isLand. I t ts and Indlan
f lshing camp, fa i r ly  large.

We made a site on southwest corner
I t  is  no good except that  You can

Andy Smyth made a site on northwest
pret ty rough --  about l ike ourrs

of  Lst  is land uP on a Plateau.
see lake pret t /  wel l - .
corner of same lsIand --

on southwest corner" Poor for
dry  wood.

foot"  I  f / i  hours actual  paddle to cross on a perfect ly calm Lake.
Add break ln mid, lLe for  actual  t1me.

Rupert  Sp1l t  to Esker Portage --- 
Af ier 

-iplit 
and larg,: rapiO and 2 l ltt l-e ones below , aboat I/2 a

m1l_e iarther on left there 1s a picntc tabLe with a wooden roor
over i t  bul l t  by the tour lst  t rade. Must be trout in the 8r€o.
We got a couple- in a pool off our Lunch slte. There is also
a v6ry large- Indlan campground about I/2 mJ-]e past table on
le f t .

Last two raplds before Eskelr do not really need to be Looked ov€ro

Capichlnatun --
b"ropsites l isted 1n t6l teport are all poor. Andy ,$lyth checked

them.
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blool let t  Fal ls
Campsite best reached by people earry ing packs by a eutof f  to

r ight  just  af ter  start lng down slope at  endo One tent s l te
r lght  next to water at  foot ,  Ice cave on north s lde of  rocks
aeross r lver --  very good view of  fa1ls f rorn top of  rock" Land
to north of rock and then approach by walklng behlnd rock and
comlng up from ro&rr

Below Portage af ter  l r /ool let t  - -
Af ter  2 mi les of  horse races, wide stretch,  and 3.ong is land there

1s an old Indian site on right. Andy Srnyth reported it I 'ras ievel-
and spacious. We had lunch there in t68 and d1d not l ike i t "

At  turn to westr  my map shows J raplds" Report  ta lks of  2;  report
1s  r igh t .

l , ' fe used same campsite as in t58 on lef t  shore.  Tent s i tes st i l - l
poor .  Otherw ise  no t  as  bad as  be fore .

Be11lnger
Befoie 200 yard portage out of  Bel l inger there ls a very large

fndian flshing camp on right just before a branch of the river
en ters ,

Andy Srnyth cut  a campsi te at  the foot 'of  the portog€r but i t  is
nel ther very good not large.

Raplds 4 m1les belorrr  Bel- l inger --  Foot of  3-path rapld ls sort  of
$-shaped and can be run Just by l-ooklng at whiLe runnlng'

Rapld 2 niles below 1s one marked B on map and ls powerful.
There is another one abut a mlLe below that.

West Channel around large lsland --
Comlng lnto west branch ( t58 used current; wlnd condltlons made

eurrent hard to read 1n r70).  Turn north ls made as soon as
Land on l-eft starts to swlng southwest. There 1s an island at
start of turn with a. stand. of blrch and a one tent Indlan slte
wlth 2 raeks on a t ree and another tent  s l te 5O yards far ther
west wl th a palr  of  bear skulLs on a t ree at  a sand beach.
Neither could be used as a campsl te.

Rapld below eanpslte of west bra rch come 1n two sectlons really.
1st run on left readlng from top. Cateh eddy at cal-m and foot
ean be read standlng on a large roek on lef t  shore.

There 1s an Indian portage that comes ln on the south corner of
the bay below the rlver. Looks falrly well used and would start
ln bay at  east s ide of  tsLand and cut al l  these raplds.

Raplds before Mor:ntain Penlnsula
Lst rapld run iust  past  a l i t t le drop on r lght  lnto an eddy.

Wal"ked rest and then took canoes up ln eddyr across river
(easl ly)  and ran fair ly c lose to lst  ls land out f rom r lght
shore,

Good Lunch site on large rocks beLow 2nd rapJ-d.

Mountain Penlnsula to BardeLiere --
Campsite just  before large rapld t t  ml l -es above Bard,eLlere ln a

tLLttte indentation just north of deep bay where there 1s no
portage. Three tent s i tes up on h1L1 to east of  s i te on beach.
bf6 lnaian campsite; a3-so used by Tenagarnl. Andy Smyth clalus
to have met an fndian who says there is an o1d burned over
trail leading over the hilL from thls slte that bypasses l-st



3 -

and 2nd rapld belotr,r, But no trace eould be found of 1t.
t58 route fo l lowed through these raplds.  Andy $oyth reported

that tn t6p i rater was so high he let  down r ight  shore and then
had trouble on the cross over to lef t  shoren Run for lst
rapid has to be in-qide svrel ls,  but  outs ide a rock fa l r ly c lose
to shore.  l rJe got some canoes out too far .  Cross over in t7O

was relat lveLy easy, 1st  portage on lef t  ls  now fair ly wel l
walked and elear"  2nd 1s not so wel l  def ined.

Rapid 2 m1l-es above Bardel iere has a ledge on l -ef t  s ide and is
run next to r ight  shore" Rocks on r ight  make a good lunch sl te
and t rou t  in  rap ldso

Temagaml campsi te on Bardel j -ere on a smal l  ls l -and to west of ,
northr, t rest  corner of  large ls land just  before narrows olr t  of  lake"
Ki tchen o:r  rock ledge facing north ls good, but exposed and
ten t  s i tes  a re  very  pooro

Bardel iere to }{esgor lez se
Campslte report6d ln t68 before raptds out of  Bardel let 'e \^ras not

ObSel"ved ln | 7,. .,
Andy Smyth report€d a l l t t le swlf t  befbt 'e lst  raptd;  none,exists.
1st-rapic l  !un- just  L lke t68 report  sbf ,sr  Andy Iet  dor, , rn r{gh!.^

shore and ran run off, l,r/ould have been very dlff ieult {n r6E or
t70 water condi t ions.  There 1s a sect lon of  rocky ghal lows at
erut ia l  part  of  let  doun.

2nd rapld Andy ran rlght of center. Looks rougher than left
of center v,' l :ere we ran again.

In wlde stretch below -- naybe turn north before J-ong lsland?
At 2nd naruows after turn to north there ls a very shallow rocky

rapld.  Run careful ly.
Indian campsite just  before turn to portage ls qul te 1arge"
Arrdy Smyth reports several  campsl tes Just  af ter  portage --  we did

not real I ; r  see anyo
There was a s i te on south s ide of  one of  the ls lands af ter  turn

to west is made sl ight ly baek j -n bush.
In deep bay on lef t  just  before turn to north 1s made there 1s a

large eamp of some sort  - -  e i ther minlng or sports?
Just before turn to north there is a very narrowe rocky shallows

wlth current that must be taken s1ow1y.
Temagami campsl te on opposi te shore,  just  opposl te these shal lows

on rocky ledge --  just  $outh of  largest rock area on that shore.
Kl tchen on rockn Tent s i tes back on moss covered rock --  not
bad" Water ln front fairly shallow but couLd be used for bath-
ing.

Mesgouez to Campslte below 1st  rapid --
Leavlng Mesgouez campsites ment loned as possibLes in t68 were not

observedo but once turn to west ls made, shore ls at t raet ive
Temagami-1l1ke rock ln places and might have posslbi l i t les.

Narrows 2 nlles above rapld had some white water showing'
t r r te ran 1st  part  of  rapid to lef t  of  center ln major part  of  r ivert

but to lef t  of  major swel lsn There are swel ls of f  a rock on
left shore, however, and run ls outstde of them. It is fglly .
as big a s 6ig as anythlng these canoes ean take --  we each took
an lnch of  water.  Cut out to lef t  as soon as possible lnto 1st
bay .  Res t  o f  th ls  rap ld  as  1n  t58

Temagaml used a caropsi.te at our 2nd lift over -- cl-aiming it y99
better than ours. Maybe ours was under water ours is sti1l
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trout up rj.ver from slte, best at head of entlre rapid.
has to be drar,un from hlll back of site.

Mesgouez Rapids to just below Mlstlcawassee Creek
A6out hall way dor,m island Just beLow lst rqpld

flshernants ealnpsite. Steep bank at landln$
lq a f,lY-1P

and tent pltched
fa l rLy far  uP f$l- l r  I ' r :

Rleht s ide of  lSland - i  f i rn ls on lef t  t {ght ' to a pl le of  rock- -;ni 
inJi.ae Swel-fs -- IIot nuch if you hlt run dorreetly, but

swells are bad if You get lnto thgm. ,:
eafis-ju=i-u"ior -- trrfl bears just graduall,y left bver bou-lders

not iharply as r68 report wouLd lndlcate.
Res t  o f  rap lds  as  t68  rePor t .
cimprite-tb-n6rth of lar-6,1e lsl-and Jugt g{tqr lafgllgaqaqsee Creek

iii a stand--of-ilctcprne-up on a sind cLlff about 7-8 feet above
r,,rater iust pasf a ima]"l 

-creek 
entfance; Excellent tdnt sites

Uut lfit le 
-e1se 

or reai vaLue -- lots of dry wood.

Mlstlcawassee Creek to Pond south of Ruper! Gorge -- ---i;t 
i lpia bel-ow canpsiti! -* about 3-l+-mlles' 

-0at'fl 'ed 
on Left

stirirne on-Jmooiii-rock, well us6a trall, abotrt ff yards puts
in on smooth rock with swells off rapld.

sLit Aot^-ieft shor" in bayi Fo-probleirs tg ar.rg| r?.gld at end of--ubyi 
Crmf6d"too-yiros-l,n feri- on poor tra1l stir#trne rl UY:lt

on" west sfOe 
-oi 

tay Ueiore rapld. iruts ln on broken roek wlth

*"iffilli-i{ :fl8}t'ro wlde bav -- the' te an o1d survovorts camp- -witti 
I aijupre eocrs on easi slde of, bayr Maltbe used as a

flshlne camp nowl
mafrows iollotr wlth good current! fof,lor^r l.eft shoref .,
After narrows gorge ltarts soon ifterwards; foltuw_1eft dhore-- 

lnto bay at [eaa of gorge' For vlel"r of rlver r"ra]'k shore aLmost
to end of bay-rnO thEn ioLlow rock working finall"y onto a baLd
roek polnt rlght over river'

eorta[e" f"aves iouth side of bay and carries 60O yards to a
f.ittl-e pond off rlver. Well used tralL.

PaddLe to far r lght corner of pond to next-portage. L'andlng.lF
.1ust in Low land anA rise; 

"ij 
t sllght frfif on-right- immedlate-

iy. 1600 yards, welL used tb another -pond. TralL slopes
downward fbn-a-eooO blt of Last 1/3 oflcaf,rfr lndlan carupsite
at end of traiJ--on pond. Pretty good tent sltes, but water 1n
front is verY shaLlow.

Pond to turn to Freight Route Creek --
Flrst pond 1s paddled to an earthen beaver dam. Ltfted overs 5

feet .
Second pond 1s paddl.ed to smaLl outl"et ln soutwest corner and

narrows poled throqh to Lake.
$tall strean-Leaves rite on north. Portage 3OO yards on l-eft of

sttream back to river just beLow rapld. Good tralL.
Next'rupfA is a fall-s -:--vJry_"itra"ifve rrith isLand tn center of

farge" eascuAe-f i te fal- ls.  "Portage_starts on smooth rock on
l-eft alrnost at start oi ial-ls. Foll-ows smooth rock and shore
and. then eoe;-inio woods. LOO yards. Good trail ' Puts in on
smooth ro6tr in bay at foot. No- real campslte at foolr but a
prettf good one cbuta be made. Trout at foot of falls.

iVeii ;di,id just bel-ow *"y h",te been rougher because of wjndt but
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we U.fted over a rocky island -- with trees on it -- on left
side and then ran rest on left  shore. There ls a ruh on lefb
side but has to go outside of a ledge off  roek lslands. Al-si ;
might be possible to run right side, but river hbs to be
crossed.

At Freight Creek at turn to north there is a eampsite on north-
west eilge of turn -- we dld not l-ook.

A llemlscau frrdian wlnter camp on left slde just lnto creeki TralL
out back of camp must go to l-ake from which high modntain can
be climbed -- view ls supposed to be qu;ite good accoring to
Gl-en Speers at Mistassinl and mOuntain has art Indian name and
seems well knoi,'rn to them.

I,Ie camped on l-eft t/Z ntle above tn a stand of Jackpine l-4 feet
above wqter artd a sJ-ightly sand beaehi Excellent tent sltes,
othel,wiiJd not a great deaL thet'er

rr€ilght Crtek to 6th Por'tbge -*
Alnbst d.mrnedlately above eampslte starts a pul-1-up--paddle serles

whlch ls qui.te tlme consuming. One very shalLow serles just
aft'er plissing a palr of islands is partlcuS-arly difflcuLt and
aLmost lmpossi.ble not to wade,

nt fLrst rei l  hgavy lrhl te wa.terr portage takes out ln bay before
rap$.d ls reglIy feachedr 400 yards, Trai l  or iginal ly cut very
wldgi 0a*1es to pond on north dtde of ereek (pond is not on
nabl  r

Indt?in campslt€ on north side of pondr
0n east slde,of pond there are twb baysr. $outhern ohe hae ne*t '

portager 1tni1e back to r lver abovb aI l"  but last rapld r larked
on raap at t tr{s potnt.  lst  half  of t fat l ,  J.s,v6try gobdl 2nd hal-f
ls ov6rgfoum wltn recent growth ahd has boULoer-s ana ls vlet 1n
spotsp 

-Futs 
ln at a bay above baplds -- h6xt faLLs ean be.

sben to Leftr Poor on€- tellt datrp-slte at upper end of tfall.
t{ext Carry Ht fal1d starts ln a bay to left bl fatts on smooth

fock. 75 yards" l-st part on rock and Last through obvlous
cut in bush. FaLl-s are very attraetlve. Trout above fallso

Indlan wlnter slte on J-eft hal-f way up next smooth stretch.
At top of thls stretch a cascade makes a C turn conlng down in

rocks -- some pl-aces through her fjord-Llke. Portage on rlght
of cascade just up a Ilttl-e side stream. Landlngs at both ends
very poor on rock. fO yards.

After smooth pond next carry on rlght ln a bay before a cascadel
goes behlnd a prominent knoll. J00 yards. l- tent slte at

- upper end; but very poor.
6th carry on left at another attractLve fal-ls. Starts on smooth

rock and ends Ln a bushy traiL at top. irfe made a campslte"
Not very good, but useable.

6th Carry to Portage before l,emare
l/2 mj.le above 5ih portage 1s 7tn -- on Ieft, good trail-. 4OO

yards around long stretch of rapids.
Next l-ong narrow stretch has high rock cLiffs on Left a good way

l lF.
lndlan campsite on l-eft Just after creek Leads off to right.
Indian at Mistassinl sald to portage through a series of l -akes to

Lemrare -- we foi:nd no traee of such a portage.
Creek leaves ori right 1n pretty much l-ow land and flows northeast

for 2-3 miles to a rapid; pu11ed up on left. Indian l-unch site
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on r ight shore at toP of Pu11 uP.
I,unch slte on left ln 

-stand 
of jackpine about 2-3 mlLes farther

lrp about a 7 foot bank.
tndlan campground on l-eft Just before sort of round l-ake-l-lke

sectlon -- cache built on small ls1and in center of pond"
Just above at narrows a rapid too sr,uift to be paddl-ed or lined --

portaged. on small  rocks on r18ht. 25 yards.
ffrbrt tri in to east -- one tO north and next rapid portaged l-0O

yards on l-eft  start ing rael l-  before rapid on exeel- lent trai l .
Welt rapiO t/Z ni3:e aboie Llned up on tbft slde of lsLand in

mfOOlb of ranj.d (nore water left  of lsLand than 1o r ' lght).
Indlan campsltb on point in l"ake above where tur'n Ls made to

We$tr
After turn to north a stiff rrapld paddled up on left.
tr,J",,a-ioiie-rti;"t in or-ripiai it h'ead, portbged on fl 'ght l+00.

yards to"pond., Excelleirt trall-. l 'fe made a campgr"ound at headt
but was very poor.

Pond before Lemafe to Portage before Pond above Des Qhanps --
At heaO of pond after previous campsite portage 300 yards gn left

at foot ol  a bay befbre the rapids -- deep left  corne.r of poncl ' .
Puts  in  on a sanO beach;  t ra tL-good except  for  l -ast  50 'yards
whlch is qulte grown up. Surveyorls CampsS.te j trst to I 'eft  of
t ra t l  a t  endt

Mab-Jlone-woulO be hat'd to follow oh t,eruafe where tufn from west
to eadt ls made around Penlnsula"

At namows before Des Champs there ls a portager LOO yards. on.---fef l ,- i i t r ty 
far to left-  of rapid. _Puts in birLow a swift  that

must 'be 11n6d up left  shore. Poor Indian sl te at end of carry.
One more swift to paddle to Des Champs prop€rr
After narrovrs at sbutheast corner of Des Champs there 1s an- 

Indlan site about a mlle farther on left -- looks to be a faLl
blrd shootlng si te. Another at narrows about a mlle farther
op. *dorneO*witir sexy picture carved, on tree. Another on Left
jus t  a t  s tar t  o f  creek.

Stay left  
" i  

i i t  posstble forks of creek -- there are two posslble
wrong turns to rlght.

Shortyiy after secoid of these there ls a smal.L rap_1d to line on
left ind just above a 50 yard portage on Left' We camped at
portage -- not bad at a1Lr but no f ish.

Pond above Des Champs to Second pond above round Lake --
We trled nortft t"Le-ffte area ?or portage lnto nex! lake and

found two btazes but no tralL --- 1t piobabLy ts ln thls area
and should be tried agaln.

Instead r" paOOfeO U"ck and took creek out of east slde of pond-.----OooO 
eoi"g t:niii cfose to top and we them had to carry.2 rapids

on rfEtt  i lost l ,y through Jack!tue and so needed no cutt lng"-.
Then on" rrs pftfieO up oi teit ane two more carried on ri8ht-on
trail"s that had to be eut. No slngle portage was more tnan 72
Yardso but were time consuming"

Thbn I iections of naror,v lake {gr9 paddLed"
gt 

""6 
of 3ra we portaged a rapld lnio round lake on left of

rapld through UurneO-area siirtlng well to left of rapid ' 7,
yaras. N; i l t i  f fai1, but one had been there 

"t  93?--!49i, ,
At-north end of round 161ce stream comlng down from above has +---r;pid; 

in-it. 
-trle 

portig"O-iff rour aI once over burn startlng
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in sand beach to east of strean on our own trail" !/Z mt1,e,
no cutt lng done. looked l lke traces of the old irai l  were
there falntly in spots, but coul-d not be sure, Indian edslp*
site to left  of creek on smaLl polnt --  falr ly ol-d -- ecuple
years?

0n creek.above to next pond there was oRe shoft pui-I  up; othefs
were paddled.

We campbd on polnt at north edge of pond l-n a ttny stand of
spruce and Jackplne wlth burn behindr Fine 1n the efiergendy.

2nd Pond above Round Lake to Beaver Dam before + shaped water -*
Just above campsite a rapid portaged on l-eft  (?) !0 yards;

rea sonable tra li l,
Above next pond portage on rlght 1-OO yards; reasonable trail- but

end gets hard to fo11ow"
Creek after this body of water into ovaJ- l-ake can al l-  be paddled

though shalLow ln spots and current occasional ly goodo
After oval- lake; carry to r ight of stream -- fa; ir ly far r ight --

about fOO yar.ils. R-easonabl-e trail, but boulders soon after
start rnake it. hard to find rest of trall-o

After a littl-e pond, carry oVer what looks to be an j.sland 3OO
yattds. LandLng ofi smooth rocki top of tralL hard to follorni"

Next narrou/s san be paddl"edr
Next comes a harrows-to a pond; padaled haft way with one l l .ne

up near top.
ALl through here paddllng in narrows ls hard with

and often just o:ie channel,
Next narrows from pond csrr led on r lght  200 yardst

i -ots of rocks

rea sonable
t ra11.

Then at next narrows, lower part is paddLedr but at top carry on
right 150 yards right along shore. Partlal-ly burned and very
hard to fo1low,

PaddLe northeast to next l -ake to northeast eorner. Lst narrows
ls paddLed, and 2nd ls carrled about li yatds Left of creek
acrbss thin neck of Land" 3O yards; exce13-ent trall-. CouLd
probably be used as a campslte.

We-paddLed southeast and up through narrow l-ake to beaver dam
and canped ln desparation ln a burn on left.

Few Indian campsltes at any of the portages -- CIne tent slte at
start of portage out of ovaL Lake. Another on l-eft during 3-ong
narrow stietch after the ovaL l-ake" SeveraL spots where lrurch
flres have been Laidr but no other reaL slgn of useo

At beaver pond, where w6 camped o1-d Indtan traiL goes through burn
and b5ryasses pond and goes by next rapld ln one carry; about
4O0 yards.

Beaver Pond to Reoutfltting IsLand --
Portage on tratl at beaver pond about 25 yards and then cut to

rlght to water at top of dam"
Paddle pond about 200 yards and portage again on left at a grlg,sy

landlng perpendlcular to pond and into arm of next watero '/,
yards"

meit narrows can a1l- be paddled to height of l-and portage" Trail-
partlally through burn and, hard to follow. md 1s very vague
bnd easlbr to stlde 

" 
1ltt1e to right and up on srnooth rock'

250 yards"
Narrows can then all be padd3-ed to circuLar bay above Nasocansoo
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Portage takes out of 2nh bay on rlght at end of bay. 15O yards
fg ir tra i}.i

Water wa s way doram 1n Nasacauso. A, h:igh htll- i-s passed on left
abs\it f/3 bf, way down. Tfieh C-sfpped island has a round hiLl
oiir 

'southeast end. From thdie eliffs that lead down to Ross
cdh be.s€€lrr At end, of NasacauBo ln low water there are rocky
shallbws and a devlous deep,lrl&ter BhanneL.

Creeh'to Ross portage very hard to g_et up ln l-ow water. The
,pond too shallow to do anythlng wlthr l,and on north slde and
carrv alons grass to start  of,  Indlan t fai l .

At foot of R6sE in Low water ohrannel out [s easy to follow to
lnalR rLveri but ve?y shaLlowi

Reoutfil lt ing -- ,- 
via[er i"v6]- at reoutfittlng about h-6 feet dor^m from '69.

Reoutfltting to ProsPdr i- :
fook east side of lsland. A qoupLe small- Swtfts to watch on way

dorun to falls about I ' I VP m1Les below campsite.
Falfs has an isLand tn ceateri Left slde ls al"nost a stralght

drop. Rlght slde a cascadgr Portage 2CO yards on r lghtr -
reabonably far above cascade ann pdts J.nto bay after casi":adeo
Not vbry well traveled but clearly deftned trall. Some cLearing
has now- been doher [f we$t $lde ftrst rapld wou]"d have to be
oarrled. this route has less camylng and ls probably easlero

In Iow wated, bay tn whtah oarry ends ls quite shaLlow.
About L/) - 1lZ rntte below ls a rapidr teft stde ls prubably the

rrtn dnder any conditlonsr 0U.r run was very Shallott and. rook
fllLed. fhefe is aLnost a ledge acfoss rest of tapLdr bfit
there mleht be a ru1 in center-rrrrder oertaln conditlofisr

Hlver then*narrows qulte appreolablyr fhene was only good
c:urrent and a few botls ln our water condltlons.

Just hefore end of Large lsland there ls a flnal rapld._ There ls
a small. lsland in rniddLe. We ran to rlght of thls lsLand -- no
troubLe. If rapld on both sldes ever Looked too J"arge, ther_e
ls a back chann-eI to right around, a Large ls]-and that might be
used.. It woul-d have been too shaLlow ln low water.

Rapld on rlght slde of next lsland -- left slde where faLLs shouLd
irave been-was dry. Run was on rlght slde, but thls tlne cLose
to isLand. Blght shore worrld have been too shaLlow.

No dry wood at alL at Prosper campsiteJ

Prosper to Bauerllar1 --
Loir r,rater -- llttLe rapid rlght beLow eddy off fa!]s run iuqt-

l"eft of center. teft shore Looked a littLe shaLl"ow and right
side had too many swells -- but could have been 1tUIl

Lst of l-arge rapldi run pretty nuch as ln hlgh water, lut gaslero
Left of center Uy a fa,1r bit, but out to right-of l-eft shol'e.

Then cross to rlght during rrrn-off from l-st rapld. Run was
pretty stra*ht about 25 yard"s out fm4 rlght phor-er but-grgtty
Sfratfirw. Right sid,e wouLd definltely be much be tter in high
water on this otl€o

Rapid bel-ow fa1ls ln gorge has to be-carrled in Iow water aLso'
idater does not bol1-through chnnel, as in hlghr bu! rapld-
approaches be.]-ng a 5-6 foot fall-s in Low water. t69 tralL quite
sat lsfactory.

Raplds bel-ow in l-ow water are pretty mueh i'ust fa st current vrith
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a few rocli-s to avcid.
lst rapld be1ow Prosper portage landlng has a gcod lunch si te at

rock on right shore ln lornr r,,rater. Hapld is run on left as
usual, but runs out at foot and must be flnlshed 1n center.

Approach to Bauerman, l-st rapld before rock used to look over was
Iun on left and then crossed to eddy on rlght

Approach to sand beach was dlfficult on l-eft shore at the two-lroints. 
Ide sllpped down l-eft shore as far as possible and then

lined around both polnts. It would have been posslbLe to run
outslde rock off  Lst of these potntsr but not inside 1t as
usual. Last point had a run outslde it, but was quite rocky so
we did not try i t .

In low water flnal anproach couLd be made by whole section 1n l-ine
end 3 or \  canoes could unload at once 1f deslred'

Bauerman to bel-ow Vlllage l,akes --
Horse race rapld belo* Bauerman stiLL run on righto farther out

from shore lor part of it, but stlLL fo3.lowing shore. There is
a calm stretch ln mlddle in low water.

Next rapld 4 miles beLow run next to rlght shore.

BeLow Vlllage Lakes to Surveyorts Site Just before southern end of
Great Bend -

River banks swampy and low dorltn to large lsLand.
fn lor,u water take south slde of ls1and. There was a 1et down

needed at west end of isLand in low water.
River ls now very attract ive wlth lots of rock outcropplngs_frqm

here to Just pist rapid marked on map. Then runs ln low Land
after that.

Rapld a coupJ.e miles beLow I-arge lsLand-was
boul-der lsLand and then down a very tiny
t,eft run was too shaLlow.

Best rocky part of r lver now to rapid rnarked' on,map.
Lunch sit6 i t  rapid on rocky lsLand that is used as q portage ls

excel lent,  esp6cla1]y 1n low water. Left  side of is land ls a
steep falis oi chute. Far right eould not be run under any
condit ions -- also a fal ls or chute. Portage about 4O yards on
rlght slde of is land after landing on t ip or l -eft .side of t lP'
Rui off ls then taken, moving to ilgnt to stay out of power of
Lef t  cascade.

Run to next rapid is a littLe shal-low 1n low water.
Next rapld ean be run on left in high watero but ln low we had to

l l f t  over f inal rock point to avoid a 2-3 foot fal ls.
Flnal run was dor,un center in low water.
In low water staX north of large ls1and above' l,rle had to Lift

canoes over at lsestern end of th.e south channel.
We passed, up t57 site for the nlght.
Indlan site on ieft below could 6e used, but was Looked over and

re jec ted .
t67 iunch site beLow wlth Indian storage rack woul-d make a camp-

slte, but surveyorts si te 1s only 3-0O yards below and is more
open'and probabiy better -- used as an Indian stte sinee the:: so
some of the avaliable space has been takenr idater shal.lor,r in
Fr6ntl-but swimmlng not'too bad, but drawing water is a probLem.

$urveyorts Site to 2nd Portage on creek to l,ake Pivepf -*- 
lforbrl no"t* only a coupl-e-m1l-es be]-or,rr surveyorts stte on rlght

run on rlght of a
channeL ln l-ow water.
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Just off  a sand beach just before l1tt1e lsl-and before long
ls1and at southeast corner of Great Bend. Could be used as a
campslte i f  deslred,

Blg r iver horse races below were sl- lght ly changed in Low trater,
2nd ln partlcular was run pretty rnuch left rather than right"

Blver theh turns west and then north. After tl.rrn to north on left
thefe are a couple l-slands. Ahead on r lght can be seen a
4hannel behind bn lsl-and. 0n 1ef,t there ls then a sma1l lslandt
Churrnel- to pivert leaves Just sooth of ti lat l-sJ-and,. If sraall
i.sl.anO is passed, thene ls anothen long lsland coming up vrith a
channel behLnd i t .  Also l f  too far along, ahead can be seen an
lsland in the center of the river with a 3and beach point on the
southern end ( t6 f  campsl te) .

Even th Low wdter channel is perfectLy navlgable although there
arie' extens,tve fLats on either slde. Reasonably soon after starb
there is a fork 1n stream. Take left turn -- straight ahead
wil"1 Lead back to main river. Stream turns back on itsel-f
occaslonal ly, but continues to place where a cascade fa1ls lnto
Lt. rlust before cascade there is a pu3-1 up needed, on a Iittle
narror^r spof --r very short and easy.

Portage is- to t ' lght of cascade, naybe 71 yards to r lght on- a
graSsy landlngi Reasonable fndlan oathpgrortnd JUst lnto bush --
had staclcs of,-pb1es when we chne thr,oubfr. l/a mfte to sttream'
Ooild tfatLr,

Aftet', Uhly 1ll+ rntle Uf stteatr thei6 ld a pulI up on left *- v€PY
easYc but water '  ls dwlftr

fnen-"slr.;;"r ig-r"asJniUiy-*iae to a 5ild11 easeade. Thet'e ls a
short portage tr 'ai l -  of eo yards on rLght that goes to an
lmposslbLe ci leek.

to f-eft  Of, ca$cade there 1s a narrow bhy. PaddLe as far in as
possibler Tra1l l -eaves on Left.  l0O yards, puts back 1n
stream agaln. Good traiL,

We camped at upper end, of portage. There was once one Indlan
tent- there --- terr lble. Blaze on tree at head of portage is
dated I95]-.

2nd Portage to L-shaped water after Pivert --
l,lttLe puL1 up Just above campsite.
Then a ifrort iaddle on a sma1l pond-llke area and l-oo yard portage

on left  around a cascade into Larger pond.
Creek leaves left slde of pond after paddllng onl-y 3OO yards or

sor 0penlng appears sort of dlagonaLly behlnd a Llt t le bar-
L lke area,

Creek is paddl-ed all the way to next pond wlth many twlsts and
turns. " 2 pu11-ups aLong the i,ray toward the upper end. Both
short. l,rlater reasonabLi deep nrost of the time and rel-atlvely
easy paddl- lng. 0n al l  possible forks'  in stream -- there are J -
take right branch'

tleit ponA-is paaateA 1ts Length with creek leavlng in upper_Left
corner. Noiu creek is shallow; lots of sand bars. One pu11-up
about A/2 - 3/\ of way up.

Then a 5o-yard-portage bn lieht of a caseade up over a knolL and
back itowir to inrater, Area perhaps parttally burnedr but no
probJ-era findlng tra1L.

After that pondo a short steep puL1-up and lnto Pivert.
On eivert, ive f6ffowed right lfrore, but ngt.closer dodglng through

lsLands'at top. A coffee paiL orl. one of them marked the routeo
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I{ard to follow wlth Just map -- easy wlth aeriaL photos.
Indiart sod house on soutfr end'of point where turn is naSe to north"
Then we'wpre probabLy not on Indian route. He probablY llnes

ffialI rapid in left corner of bay and goes into nextr 16ng pond
And portages from there to next Lake.

We went, lnto right corner of bay, portaged 3OO yards through bubn'tp a pond -,.: YPfy shallow Loadlng at upper endn and then
portaged 300 yards out of north end'0f pond lnto next Laket
again thro$gh. burn. Herd at start  because of wlnd faLlss

At,frorthern. 16ft corner 6.f lake, a beaVef daa. has raised LeveL of
next waterl i ,Ltrt  over dam or near i1 tnto L-shaped wdterr

Ve.qy hlgh hLtl  on Left  ad water ls paddledr lJe oamped,ln
dbsparat lon on r ight just before foot of.L*shaped-water on a
knolL ln parttaLly burned area. Tent sttes Possibl-er but
exposed.r Terrib1e"

L-shapee water to Crpetc to Fa strnain Rlver --
Portage takes out right at prevlous Cgmpsltp. .Landing ln a smalL

depiesslon ln Fhore with a reLatlvel-y hlgh htl-I on west and a
smhner knoLl oil eastr Our fireplabe rtght at start of trallo
Coed throilgh,sraatl cut dver a sllght rlse and lnto burn., Stays
Lef,t of swampy part of brrrn and do-vfn a narrow valley wlth an
trndergrounA 3tt'-eam to 16ft of ttd+l. Then keeps sLight dgwt-
ttafd trend staytng ln vaXley all i le taf to fpotr Most of-area
ls burned and tnall a Llttle hefd to folIot^tr thou$h_nori'l all
iecut ahd bl"az€d -* no back btaseg howeVe#r' About 800 yards;

.:not bad walltlne frDwr
er,otrna oornt-io ireht after portage and lntb bay at ehd of lake-

ltke irear oh LeFt just beiore a small daFld ls an old Eastmain
earth house,

fua1,l- napld to next Pond was Fllnr
On feft juJt at end bf pond and before next rapld Looked posstbLy

to be the start of poitage tral], but we coul-d find nothlng,
through the burn noi bac[ along ihore of lake-llke area. (Notec
Wll,l"le Moses at Eastmaln was very definite that trall did start
here and carrled west slde of creek puttlng lnto sandy stream
to Eastmain. Also lndicated that in- very l-ow water if snall
raptd above was not run a branch of trall- started |n bay.where
eai ' th house ls located. I f  t raveLed agaln, f ind the portager)
There ts an anclent clrcular rock flrepl,ace for a tepee where
trail shoul-d start.

We fo1lowed creek l-ettlng down the various smal"l raplds between
ponds. The narrow ones are reasonabl-er but the wide ones are
really too shaLlow.

When stieam swung north a Long, vloLent serles started. We eut a
portage on rlg6t up a Lltt}e'knolLr across a beaver-mead,owt
across a snalL brobk near lts orlginr and then north aLong a
h1L1 of blrch, and f1nai"Ly across wfrit was once a fl-at stand of
Jackpine to tfie sand creeL, In the process we bypassed a pretty
iascide-falLs on the water we rrere trave3-lng. Cannot be seen
from our tralL. About 8OO yards, obviously nqt very gooq.

Creek runs wl-th gocrd currentr-but i rauLtttude of turnsr atd-alm99t
as many wlnd flffs. ble weie on lt 2 hours because of w'ind f411s
before- stopping for the nlght l-n a iaokpine stand on left" l{ot
bad consid,erlng the emergency.
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Cfeek to Eastinain to Below 1st Sod House -*
Idlndfalls beeome Less frequent and bends becorce less abrupt, but

creek ls stll1 very narrow and twlsty.
Short portage around a beaver dan and roct<y rapid on l-eft over

.tra11 we madel though there was a beaver tralL aLready there.l+O yards.
$qgq another sltrllar prob3.em wlth beaver dam and rapld. Pbrtaged

50 yards on right over a knol1 through nostly burn. We had to
do a lot of cutting, but the l:rdlan had been there. Arr anelent
storage raek oh shorer

Creek eiters Easfrnaln short ly afterwards.- took us 11/2 hours
{{gS_ eampslte to river -- Just before Suddeh, qulck rapld.
Stll-l- run the same 1n low water"

Doek on l-eft  shore on north slde of a polnt_Just before r57
campsite. Cou1d see nothing on shore. t67 campsite would be

. Qulte poor. Use surveyorrs sl te Just beyond i f  needed.
t+ Part Rapld -- Ist part on l-eft could not be run in low water

because of shal-lowsr Run on rlght around, a corner into a bay.
TteF 2nd par.t on right couLd be run hext to shore, but foot 6n
rtdht'looked poof from that dlstancei so mlAAle vAg run tc Left
shof,e. 3rd anO l+th sectlons taken t6getfref on left ad tn 169
start lng wlth outslde path on ledgesr

Poftage arotrnd falls -- whole poftagd had to bd taken slnce rapid
beLow short portage has ledges in very low water. Rlght trall
comes out on rocks and camles along shore to very footl so tf
1n doubt probably easler to take Left tratl, 1-oad, run llttl-e
honse race on rlghtl 3-ook at foot, and then carry along rocks lf
necessary. Put ln as far out on left  polnt at foot of carry as

" posslb].e -- shaLLow farther to rlght.
Raptd beLow Lst Sod House run on Left around corner ln very low

water; run on rlght was not avallabLe.

Below Lst Sod House to Flnst Chute --
Prospector has eanp on rlght about a mlle beLow our campslte.
Prospectorrs slte at rnouth of Wabanisk ls pretty dlrty and not

useabLe.
hlabanisk has a rapld rlght at entrance' lnto bay and another just

above. Perhaps there was an anclent portage tralL on rlghtr but
no reaL path shows. Blazes there now beLong to prospectorrs
clajm Llne. Proposed route to Opinaea does not look very
feastbl.e 1f dependent on Indlan travel. (l lote: WlLLle Moses at
Eastnain lndicated there was a portage tralL here, but not
adJacent to the rapld, but over more to the rlght ln the bay;
perhaps haLf way around to prospectorrs sl te. He elalned l t
went around a series of raplds here at foot -- al-though aerlaL
photograph does not seem to lndlcate they are very large. Wtllle
said there was then one more short portage to one that junps to
stream leadlng to LlttLe Oplnaca. Por.tage between streans he
seemed to feeL was swampy. He had another route to Llttle
0plnaca startlng from the Cl,earwater and taklng the stream north
Just after the long portage around the S-shaped water and golng
north to a carry to LeCaron. He was somewhat vague after thatl
but indleated that l"ittle creeks that leave l,eCanon on northwest
eoul"d be paddled, eventually reachlng the l,itt3,e Oplnaca.)

Itarry Mosesr sod house ls Just north of relatlveLy large lsland
after turn to south ls made. tfot at l,rlablstan Rtver as t58
report s?]rsr Slte is now pretty dirty -- interior of house has
been further messed up and porch is beglnnlng to faLl and wood
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suppLy ls pretty rotten"
Canpsite at 1st chute prettf, good 1n iaekpine baek from rir/er*

Pretty gosd tent si tes.

lst Chute to Indian Site on Conglomerate --
watch Llt t le rapld before 3rd chute 1n low water there is an

obvlous Vi bui rocks to both sid.es of the V,
lwrch site at:5th ehute very good, Indian has d.one a good b:i-b o-f

cuttlng behlnd rocks, but no obvlorJs campsitee thougir o:.:e corr-ld.
be made eas l ly  1ns id6 a lder i

Ternagaml camped at start of COngl-omerate portage anr1 'Uherl rruent
through using short cdt and ran Left,sid.e of x,,.tn off .

Fron 2nd Indian site, I-lttle creek used for water goes dor,nrbo
fa11s and can be usec. as a means of gett tng to see the galge,
but cut off from short cut trail ls probably better. Canping
here worked quite we1L.

Congl-onerate to Cloustoh .r.r
Lef,,t slde of rur off us.l"".g short dut looked r.ough* Sop part past

rock on Long tralL from whlch pictures are taleen cou1d. probably
ha'i/e been run tieht td left shbt'e, but rleht below rt wbu-r-O
have been lmpossibie to stay nea! 

-shole 
afio the second drop

tntoula have, angLed out to center leaving maJor swells to 1ebt.
But poUld have had to have been looked-ovei carefullya

We took r'lght sXdd edd had to 1et down fLr.st sectlon bbcauLie qf
shallows that would just float the canoe but was not practlcal"
on a padd3-e. Then second seetion run easl]-y near right shoreo
Under most condttions thls side Looks mueh the better of the
two -- unLess there were much lower water.

Rapld comlng lnto CLouston -- l-ast sectlon had to be run to rJ-ght
of center -- there V/as a stone ln eenter -* and then angLes
Left to stay out of raaJor swells. Mueh easier 1n higher water
when it ls posslble to stay on left shoreo

CLouston to Island --
Cloth bag ls stlLl" on spruce tree at start of trall lnto woods on

far slde of beaver meadow. Worst spot now for l-oslng trail- is
2rd bLack bog where 1t wouLd appear traiL ought to work l-eft
onto hlgher ground and lnto spruce -- it stays paralleL to
trees and ln bog -* whlch is b3-ack, but not very wet. There are
now a good set of blazes through lt wlth one mlspLaced blaze on
a tree on a l-lttLe blt of rocky ground to left of bog"

Raplds below Clouston -* LlttLe rapid after eddy; stllI run on
3"eft, but eouLd be run next to lsl-and lf preferred. After turn
south; lst heavy rapld comes very soon and stlll J-n very lotrr
water we got by on left, but just bare3-y. At second; we had to
ptfl1 up behlnd the huge stone and scout the path to ieft of
stone. There were two Ledges between the rock and shore, both
ln the center of the area between roek and shore. We ran left
of the flrst and right of the second wlth no troubLe.

Island to TaLklng --
Rapld comtng out of Island easlJ-y run on rlght agaln.
We caught rocky lsland below for vlew of whole faLls, actuaLLy

best view coules crossing to right shore.
Raplds start before bend in rlver a'ctua11y. No real- problen unttl-

Just before start of portage. One spot above had to be walked.
Rocks just before traiL could have bben rounded, as ln t69t but
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eddy at portage was shallow and looked hafd" to catch so t/€
poftaged from bay above rocks addlng about 40 yands to 6amy!

At footr fUlt off was very shallow and fock dodglng on way out"
Rapld before Talklng had l-edges and rocks Ln run on left shore --

there {s a 1lne of rock rlght stralght acrogs rlver hefe with
bare rock way above water in eenterr We llfled over trriee to
get byron folks qn rlght shore, rnaybe 20 yafds each oI1€. ft
night be posslble to run, but woul-d have been very dangerous
and trlcky.

Campslte at Talklng nueh lmproved by Tenagaml. One excel-lent
tbnt stte on Left Just at edge of roek3,6ft hls trall- to kltchen
on roeks on l-eft. Very attractlve ltLtdheni but much exposed of
courS€r One or two hore good teht sltes should be bushed 1f
si te is to be real ly eoodi

We cdtr{pd aforrnd bay-at tootr eLthoUgh f$n eould have been made
on rtght h6fit to shofe thr.otrdh otle drnall cellar and then through
snal l  horse roc€sr

Talklng to Foot of BastL --
No ehange.
Frm-eJilpsft" at foot of Basll- there ls a falnt tral1 that loqks

to go around bay staylng on hlgh ground at l"east as far 'aS tt
was foLlowed. Instead of golng rtght at our fireplacer g9
stralght ahead and foLlow,curve of hlgh Land. Trall- ls blazed
and can be fol-1owed, etched ln ground, wlthout nuch trouble"

Foot of BaslL to Eastrnaln --
After cross to rlght, lf golng to l-ook at Basll, walk left slde of

1s1and -- qulcker than rlght.
Rurr lnto grassy bay -- stay cLose to rlght shore.
Rrrn alnosl to ittfls -- go outslde 2 sectlons of whlte water off

ledges and then almost stralght staylng as cLose to right shore
as posslbLer but outslde three or four stones.

Short rut on rlght shore lnto sand-el,ay cllffs
Then another run a3-ong cLlffs agaln close to shore and Just around

curve of next polnt,
Run shouLd then itntsn curvlng around polnt and endlng by runnlng

between large curL to left ind a graveL bar on right. I 'Je,had-to
portage; grlvel bar was a1l- exposed and no room between lt and
turl.- poitage cuts across polnt through aLdersr oP ean be done
by walklng shore on small rbcks. Ledge of 167 tlp-over ls just
before this.

lhen a aeep bay follows of calm water to next bend' Thls shouLd
be run ciose- to rlght shore, but was too shallow and foot too
choked wlth rock, so l,re 1et dotrn.

Thts is Last real iapld. Coues lnto a falrly wlde bay. 0n left
are rocks for camp-slte purposes. Just ahead through one nore
narrolrs 1s the isl-and marked on tnopo

Probably depends on water level, but- approachllg Post when eomlng
down io fbft  of is l-andsr stay-close to lsl-ands. f t  can be
qulte shal-low comlng pait l-st isLand and just before 2nd.


